
GOAL OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE:  MATURITY 
 

Being “saved” and going to Heaven is not the only end goal of becoming a 
believer.  Becoming a Christian means exchanging your old life for a brand-
new life, an eternal life that starts now, and for which God has a plan & 
purpose to be realized in the world today, in our present circumstances. 
 
In Colossians 1, Paul expresses this truth in these terms: 

v.   9  – that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will 
v. 10  – that you may walk worthy of the Lord 
        – fully pleasing to Him 
        – fruitful in every good work 
v. 11  – strengthened with all might (not weak Christians!) 
v. 22  – to present you holy, blameless, and irreproachable 
v. 28 – to present every one perfect/complete/mature 

 
Maturity is thought of as a product of age + experience, which 
accumulate over time.  The Bible presents spiritual maturity as 

a matter of character, demonstrated by a particular mindset.  What is a 
mindset?  A setting of the mind.  We have settings on our TVs, phones, 
computers, appliances, car radios, alarm clocks, etc.  We choose options/ 
preferences for speed, temp, volume, brightness, channel, so-forth.  
Scripture says we are to have proper dispositions, attitudes, priorities.  What 
adjustments do we need to be in tune with, aligned with Heaven? 

 
Steve talked about one mindset a couple of weeks ago:  since 
Christ suffered in the flesh, arm/equip yourself with the same 

purpose/mindset/expectation. That’s a major adjustment from the way the 
world thinks, and much of the Church, too!  

 
Paul gives an extended outline of this mindset in Philippians 3:  
repudiation of your worldly identity, cross-centered, denial of 

self, obsessive focus on Christ, always pressing forward in faith, aiming for 
Heaven!  Furthermore, any believer can exhibit a mature mindset at any time, 
from day one – age is not the determining factor – and every believer ought 
to have a mature mindset every day!  

TO WALK 
WORTHY

Colossians 1:  

v.   9  – that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will
v. 10  – that you may walk worthy of the Lord
          – fully pleasing to Him
          – fruitful in every good work
v. 11  – strengthened with all might (not weak Christians!)
v. 22  – to present you holy, blameless, and irreproachable
v. 28  – to present every one perfect/complete/mature

MATURITY – a matter of character,  a mindset

1 Peter 4:  1 Therefore, since 
Christ suffered for us in the 
flesh, arm yourselves also 
with the same mind, for he 
who has suffered in the flesh 
has ceased from sin, 2 that he 
no longer should live the rest 
of his time in the flesh for the 
lusts of men, but for the will 
of God.

PHILIPPIANS 3: 7 But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for 
Christ. 8 Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them 
as rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in Him, not having my own 
righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness which is from God by faith; 10 that I may know Him and the power of His 
resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, 11 if, by 
any means, I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.  12 Not that I have already 
attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which 
Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. 13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have 
apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching 
forward to those things which are ahead, 14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the 
upward call of God in Christ Jesus.  15 Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have 
this mind; and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal even this to you. 
16 Nevertheless, to the degree that we have already attained, let us walk by the same 
rule, let us be of the same mind.

MATURITY – a matter of character,  a mindset
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In Colossians 3:1-2, Paul admonishes us to “…seek those 
things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand 
of God.  Set your mind on things above, not on things on the 

earth.”  In vv. 5-25 he lays out specific, detailed settings for the Christian life, 
such as “put off anger” and “put on kindness” – not only general settings for 
all circumstances, but settings for marriage, the home, and workplace! 
 
When Paul prays for the church to be filled with the knowledge of God’s will, 
walk worthy of the Lord, be fully pleasing to Him and fruitful in every good 
work, these are the measurable outcomes he is looking for, the answers to 
his prayer.  How do we measure up to these measurables? 

 
Galatians 5:16-26 gives us another clear contrast between 
earthly and heavenly, flesh and spirit, temporal and eternal.  

When all of our Bible knowledge and doctrines and experiences are added 
up – the real question is, have we been loving? Kind? Patient? Peaceful? 
Longsuffering? Gentle? Self-controlled? Faithful (is your word reliable, can 
we count on you, are you here regularly and on time)? 
 
Unfortunately, much church history is a sad smorgasbord of works of the 
flesh:  biting & devouring one another, idolatry (giving anything more 
preeminence than the Lord), hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of 
wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, murders (hate in your 
heart = murder) and the like!  Paul’s warning falls on deaf ears, THOSE WHO 
PRACTICE SUCH THINGS WILL NOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM! 
 
Elementary Christianity is not the goal.  Elementary faith is not sufficient.  You 
don’t get into the Kingdom by mere profession of facts or a resume of works.  
“Lord, Lord…  Depart from Me, I never knew you!”  It should be our goal & 
obsession to pursue Christ with a mature mindset – pursue His will, His ways, 
His character, His Spirit – to be all out for Him, all the way! 
 
Hebrews 5:12-6:2 challenges us to grow out of babyhood 
into maturity.  Consider the things listed as “milk,” not solid food, intended for 
babes & unskilled believers, first/foundational things deemed “elementary.” 

Colossians 3:  1 If then you were raised with Christ,…seek 
those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the 
right hand of God.  2 Set your mind on things above, not on 
things on the earth.  

5 Therefore put to death your members which 
are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, 
passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which 

is idolatry. 6Because of these things the wrath 
of God is coming upon the sons of 

disobedience, 7 in which you yourselves once 
walked when you lived in them. 8But now you 
yourselves are to put off all these: anger, 

wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out 
of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, 

since you have put off the old man with his 
deeds, 10 and have put on the new man who is 
renewed in knowledge according to the image 

of Him who created him, 11 where there is 
neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor 

uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor 
free, but Christ is all and in all.

12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and 
beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, 
humility, meekness, longsuffering; 13 bearing 

with one another, and forgiving one another, if 
anyone has a complaint against another; even 

as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. 
14 But above all these things put on love, 
which is the bond of perfection. 15 And let the 

peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also 
you were called in one body; and be thankful. 
16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in 
all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one 
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 

songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the 
Lord. 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, 

do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through Him.

18 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as is 
fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your 
wives and do not be bitter toward them. 
20Children, obey your parents in all things, for 
this is well pleasing to the Lord. 21 Fathers, do 

not provoke your children, lest they become 
discouraged. 22 Bondservants, obey in all 
things your masters according to the flesh, 

not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but in 
sincerity of heart, fearing God. 23And whatever 

you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to 
men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will 
receive the reward of the inheritance; for you 

serve the Lord Christ. 25 But he who does 
wrong will be repaid for what he has done, and 

there is no partiality.  4: 1 Masters, give your 
bondservants what is just and fair, knowing 
that you also have a Master in heaven.

Galatians 5:  16 I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the 
flesh… 

19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are:  adultery • fornication
• uncleanness • lewdness • 20 idolatry • sorcery • hatred •  contentions 
• jealousies • outbursts of wrath • selfish ambitions • dissensions 
• heresies • 21 envy • murders • drunkenness • revelries • and the like… 
THOSE WHO PRACTICE SUCH THINGS WILL NOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD! 

    22 But the fruit of the Spirit is LOVE:
     • JOY • PEACE • LONGSUFFERING • KINDNESS • GOODNESS
         • FAITHFULNESS • 23 GENTLENESS • SELF-CONTROL LOVE

Hebrews 5: 12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you 
need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of 
God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food. 13 For 
everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of 
righteousness, for he is a babe. 14 But solid food belongs to those who 
are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses 
exercised to discern both good and evil.  
6: 1 Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of 
Christ, let us go on to perfection, not laying again the foundation of 
repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, 2 of the doctrine 
of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of resurrection of the dead, and of 
eternal judgment.
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• Repentance from dead works – all our teachings on  
       salvation, holiness, grace versus law! 

• Faith toward God – for salvation, healing, miracles, answers to prayer! 
• Baptisms – water baptism, death of the old man, HS & fire baptism. 
• Laying on of hands – authority, ministries, gifts, healing, impartation. 
• Resurrection of the dead – wow! Somebody gets raised from the dead, 

that’s really something! 
• Eternal judgment – the future, eschatology, Heaven and hell. 

 
How much of our doctrine, theology, and preaching is entirely wrapped up in 
elementary things!  How much of the Church has never heard anything 
beyond foundational, elementary things for spiritual babes?  We ought to 
know these things, we ought to be teachers of these things, and we ought to 
be moving on to deeper, higher, more mature truths… Such as? 
 
Maturity is not reflected in our understanding and preaching of these 
foundational things.  Paul said there’s much more to the Christian life, and 
he was always praying for the churches to manifest maturity in their behavior, 
attitudes, speech, and relationships.  Which really means, to walk in love, 
walk in the Spirit, manifest the fruit of the Spirit. 

 
To walk worthy of the Lord:  The Greek axios means to have 
weight or substance equal to another thing of like value.  What 

the Christian says or does should have the same weight or value as if the 
Lord Himself is saying or doing it.  Now there’s a measure to measure up to!  
What would the Lord have me say or do to adequately and accurately 
represent His desires, character, & goals?  To manifest the fruit of the Spirit. 
 
To be fully pleasing to Him… areskeia is about desiring and striving to please 
by accommodating one’s self to the opinions, desires, and interests of the 
Lord. Are we motivated to please Him in all things, all ways, so that our lives 
have the same weight, character, and value as His life?  Have I 
accommodated myself to all of His opinions, desires, and interests, so that 
He is truly preeminent in all things? Or am I holding parts of me in reserve? 

• Repentance from dead works – salvation, holiness, grace vs law!
• Faith toward God – salvation, healing, miracles, answers to prayer!
• Baptisms – water baptism, death of the old man, HS & fire baptism.
• Laying on of hands – authority, ministries, gifts, healings, 

impartation.
• Resurrection of the dead! 
• Eternal judgment – Heaven & hell, future rewards, eschatology.

Elementary, foundational, MILK for BABES!

Worthy = Gk. axios, have weight or 
substance equal to another thing of 
like value = to the LORD! 

Fully pleasing = Gk. Areskeia, 
desiring and striving to please by 
accommodating one’s self to the 
opinions, desires, and interests of 
Another! 


